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97 FFR 1059

¥y, Hugh 5. Cumming, Jr.

rector, Buresu of Intelligence
and Reseurch

Lepariment of State

dashington 26, 0.C.

Pear ¥r, Comming,

A5 Chairmen of the USIE Commitige on Frocurement of
¥oreigas Publications, I have been requesied on geveral sccasions
to advise libraries es ihe problem of negotiatimg exchange of
publicat toms with certgin fereign comntries with whom the United
States docs mol have diplematic relatioms, Hy replies to these
requests have been invariably that 1.5, Government librarles are
precluded {rom such megotiations without the express approval of
Lthe State Dspertmemt,

The countries under comsideration are Comaunist
China, Gest Germamy, Dulgaris, North Hores, North Viet Nam aad
the Bongollas People’s wepublic, The Library of Congress has
bad, for exsmple, oral permission from the Department of State
to continue existing exchanges with East Germany and Baulgaris,
There also exist variatioms in the interpretation as to what
body, whether goversmeni, quasi-sfficial or private, can be the
recipient of the exchanges abroad.

guring the course of the 24 February 1969 meeting of

our Commitiee, we had & thorough discussioens of the whole problem,
and 1 was imgtructed to write you, requesting am official ruling
on the subject. aAmong others, the Ipllowing facts were mentioned:
a) exchange is &n importamt seurce of procurement for U.5. Covern-
ment libraries (Lhe Library of Comgress haz over 17,000 exchanges
world wide; ihe Department of Agriculture Library receives about
7% of its publications vis exchange) and D) lfbraries are not
receiving important publicatlows from these counirles in such
fields, for example, as betany, irrigatiom, soils, ate, Host of
these publicstions are mot available through amy source ether Lhan
exchange.
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It cammot be over-emphasized that intelligemce s
dependent for its background informatiom um the libraries avail~
sble Lo as, The better collections these libraries have, the
better our imtelligemce. Az u case im point, we have invited
as members of cur Commiites im recogaition of thelr substantlal
role in procurement, represemtatives from the three natiomal
libraries: the Librscy of Comgress, Mstiomal Library of Hedicine
amd the Department of agriculture Library.

We realize that exchamges with foreign countries with
whom the Dnited States dees not have diplomstic relations have
many jwplications of policy beyomd our purview. ¥e would,
therefore, appreciste a statemeat of policy from the Departmest
of State om ihe matter of exchanging publicatlions sith esch of the
six countries mentiomed above,

Simcerely yours,

25X1A9a

Chafrman, Commitiee on Frocurement
of
Foreigs Publicatioms

25X1A%9a

ock/ M :k1s 045)
27 February 1959
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